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Virtus recludens immeritis mort 


Calum, negata tentat iter vid : 
Catufgue vulgares et udam 
Spernit bumum fugiente pennd. Horace. 


SATURDAY, O@ober 16tb, 


SI HE malevolence of party is at length difap- 
A pointed, ‘The Havanna is reduced by the for- 
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ces of Great Britain. The militia of faétion 
2 EX > Ss were already drawn out. They had pointed 
DARN their artillery, and double-charged it with 


abufe, «waiting with the moft eager impa- 
tience for ‘the’ news of ot mifcarriage, that they might pour 
the whole thunder of reproach upon the head of the devoted mi- 
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Never did a flight of hungry carrion-crows more greedily 
fnuff up the fteams of animal putrefaction, than did thofe uma- 
tural vultures long to feaft upon the difafter of their country. 
They were prepared to have inveighed againft the defign upon 
the Havanna, as chimerical ; to have demonftrated the abfurdity 
of the fteps taken for the execution of the fcheme; to fhew that 
the armament was fent abroad at an improper feafon of the year ; 
that the troops were expofed tonumberlefs hardfhips in an un- 
healthy climate; that they were deficient in number, fhort of 
provifions, deftitute of proper refrefhment, and ill fupplied with 
ftores and implements of battle, battery, or fiege. All thefe er- 
rors and defeéts they were to have loaded on the fhoulders of 
the unfortunate Minifter, as the projector of this iniquitous plan ; 
and to have overwhelmed him with the tropes of obloquy and 
exaggeration. Such cenfures they had actually circulated in pri- 
vate converfation, and their goofe-quills, dipped in rancour, were 
already drawn to tranfmit them tothe public view; when all 
their hopes were crufhed, and all their purpofes defeated, by 
the arrival of thofe who brought the happy tidings of our fuccefs. 
They drooped amidft the general joy ; they repined at the glory 
of their countrymen ; they fickened at the triumphs of the na- 
tion. It were a reproach upon Providence, if fuch parricides 
fhould efeape with impunity: but, Heaven already vindicates its. 
juftice on their heads, Like thofe guilty demons, whom the 
divine vengeance inceffantly purfues, they carry their hell about 
with them. By the nature of their own difpofitions, they are 
rendered the moft miferable of all mortals, They feel the 
pangs of the damned at every effort of virtue which they can- 
not emulate; at every glimpfe of happinefs which they cannot 


True to thefe diabolical principles, indeed incapable of any 
other, and dead to every generous emotion of the heart; they 
have ufed their firft recollection to poifon the cup of public joy, 
and pervert that which was a fource of approbation and honour 

to 


| 
& 
| 
fale 
+ 
Be saad 
He 
| 
Sas 
Bethe 
aie 
igh 
| 
a 
pe 
4 


No. 21: THE BRITON. 123 


to a foul fewer of flander and difgrace.’ remember’ to have 
fella mountebank in Germany, who {wallowed different kinds 
of liquors fucceffively, and afterwards brought up any particu. 
lar fpecies which the fpeCtators defired him to difgorge: but, — 
thefe empirics in politics, whatever they may fwallow, repro- 
duce nothing but one virulent difcharge. The venom of their 
malignant hearts communicates itfelf to every idea. they im- 
bibe ; and what they receive as applaufe, they return as invec- 
tive. 


-Tuey will now attempt to filch from the prefent adminiftra- 
tion the credit of the plan, which they were prepared todecry : they 
will deduce from our fuccefs, arguments to obftruct the negotia- 
tion for peace, which is become fo indifpenfably neceflary to the 
kingdom. They will dazzle the eyes of the ignorant with the 
illufions of falfe glory. They will inflame a pernicious fpirit of 
conqueft, which hath lain hold of the lower clafs of people, 
They will exclaim, that the redudtion of the Havanna intitles 
us to rife in our demands; and that this acquifition, which hath 
coft fo many lives and fuch a world of treafure, is not to be roe-. 
‘turned without a valuable confideration. 


Tu1s, it muft be owned, is a {pecious dodtrine, but 
fame time unfolid and fallacious, The articles in difpute be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, with refpect to our commerce 
are, it is to be hoped, already adjufted; and therefore, our fuc- 
cefs at the Havanna ought not to retard one moment the nego- 
‘tiation for the peace. We have nothing farther to afk of Spain. 
We want none of her poffeffions in the Weft Indies. The ac- 
quifition of Mexico and Peru would ferve only to haften the 
ruin of Old England. It would enervate our minds, debauch 
our morals, deftroy our induftry, and depopulate our coun- 
«try. Spain herfelf has declined in ftrength and importance, 
ever fince fhe depended upon the treafures of America. \ At pre- 
fent, her fubjeéts may be confidered as our drudges, who labour 
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in the mines under an unhealthy climate, to find gold and filver 


for our benefit. They fuftain the danger and the toil, andamme 
the greateft part of the advantage. 


By wrefting from them the dominions they poflefs on the 
north and fouth-fide of the Ithmus of Darien, we thould excite 
jealoufy of all our neighbours ; while, at the fame time, we 
fhould in reality become objets of compafiion or contempt, 
Every freth conqueft would be a new grave opened for our fel- 
low-fubjeéts ; who, tempted by the ’profpect of wealth, would 
flock thither from all quarters, until all our other feitlements 
would be abandoned, and even Great Britain itfelf be robbed of 
the beft part of its. inhabitants. ———Befides, though it were 
really our intereft to hold what we have got, and extend our 
conquefis:in the Weft Indies, we ought to confider, that we 
have neither men to retain and profecute. fuch advantages, nor 
funds to fupport the war. Another year of hoftilities, would, 
in all probability, prove fatal to our. national credit; and it might 
be produGtive of other unfavourable events. Fortune is incon- 
fiant and capricious, She hath fhowered her favours upon us 
with a lavifh hand. We ought to diftruft the extraordinary in- 
dulgence, fo far as to realife the advantages fhe offers; and 
now that all the purpofes of the war are fully anfwered, put 
it out of, her power to furprife us with any untoward re-_ 


-verfe. 


SHouLD it be afked, “* What then have we gained by the 
‘* wealth we have expended, the blood we have fhed, the va- 
“ lour which we have difplayed, and the conquefts we have 
“ made, in the expedition to the ifland of Cuba?” I anfwer, 
“ The immediate objects of this war, were to punith the arro- 
** gance of Spain, and prevent her giving law to us in the peace,” 
Thefe are now accomplifhed. We have chattifed her infolence, 
and humbled her pride: we have deftroyed her navy, and fully 
indemnified ourfelves at her expence, for the charges of the ex- 

pedition. 
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We have convinced her, feelingly, of our being able; at any 
time, to reduce her ftrongeft fortrefles in that part of the world ; 
to vinidicate our empire in the gulph of Florida, and thus effeQue 
ally ftop the channel of her American fapplits: a cireuinftance 
which will, in a fpecial manner, tend to retider the pacification 
durable and fecure ; as it will much more powerfully reftraiw ‘her 
from incurring our future refentment, than our bereaving her of 
any part of her dominions, which would a@ as a thorn in her 
fide, pepetually irritating her to renounce the conditions of an op- 


preflive peace. 


But were we actually refolved to hold the Havanna, which 
we have taken; it is not to be fuppofed that Spain would pur- 
chafe peace with fuch a facrifice. There are certain points, 
which, rather than give up, fhe would rifque the confequences 
of prolonging the war; and this is one of them: the pofleffion 
of the Havanna is effential to her American interefts; and the 
could not cede the one, without betraying the other. She knows 
that Weft-Indian conquefts would infallibly prove fatal to the 
conquerors; and we know, that the expence of the war would, 
in avery little time, totally ruin our finances, 


Tue reduction of the Havanna is an event which nobly crowns 
the fucceffes of a glorious war. It is an heroic atchievement, 
which afcertains beyond all poffibility of doubt, the fuperior 
power and prowefs of Great Britain; and enables her in a di- 
ftinguifhed manner, to difplay her fuperior wifdom and genero- 
fity. What man, who feels for the honour and advantage of his 
country, would not, rather than protract the miferies of war ; 
rather than tempt the viciffitudes of fortune; rather than increafe 
the public burdens, which are already intolerable; rather than 


run the hazard of a national bankruptcy, upon the brink of 


which we totter ;——what. Briton, I fay, rather than expofe his. 
country to fuch calamity and difgrace, .would not eagerly feize 
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the prefent opportunity of giving peace to his fellow-creatures, of 
puting a ftop to the flaughter of his fellow-fubjects and friends ; 


to the reign alfo of rapine, cruelty, and defolation ; of giving per- 
manency to the glory and advantages we have gained; and of 
adding to the renown of victory, the more amiable praife of mo- 


deration 
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( To be continued. ) 
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